Selling one article topic to
5-8 different publications!
“Could you sell the same text, unchanged, to both magazines
and newspapers?” is the most often asked question at my
writing seminars!
I suppose you could, but I wouldn’t because I wouldn’t know
how to unravel the rights issues. Anyway, it’d be far more
profitable with a lot less work just planning five to eight
sales from the same fact (and photo) pool.
Here’s how I might sell one topic (in this case, the Chicago
River on St. Patrick’s Day) as widely as possible for the most
yield and the least amount of additional research,
composition, and jpg taking?
1. I’d first query the idea to the highest paying magazines
(in order, one at a time). Then I’d write my lead article for
the first editor giving me a “go-ahead.” This article might
focus on a St. Patrick’s Day special, a big deal in the Windy
City because at 9 a.m. that morning the Chicago River turns
orange for a few minutes until (it’s said) the leprechauns
switch it to green so lush it puts tears in every O’Brien
eye—and stupefies much of the rest of midland America as it
flows in reverse to the Illinois River and the Mississippi to
and past New Orleans! Some 400,000 visitors a year line the
downtown Chicago bridges, then watch the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade march through the city that day at noon, rain or shine.
2. After that magazine article (sold first rights) appears in
print, I could sell it exactly as is to any other magazine as
a reprint. (If you sold the photos first rights too—or for
one-time use—you could also sell them to the same [or other]
reprint buyers!)

3. But since I’ve got a box full of facts and quotes, why not
query, then write another main article about a similar
happening that takes place the same weekend: the Flower and
Garden Show at Navy Pier (nearby, on the same verdant river as
it reaches Lake Michigan)? This is a loose example of a
rewrite since you can slip in the key points about the
concurrent St. Patrick’s Day festivities. All you have to do
is rewrite that used text, which you’d have to do anyway
because it must be in a different layout for both
publications. Or you could call this rewrite “Chicago’s
Greatest Gift: the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and the Flower and
Garden Show Side by Side!” (What a title!) Since this magazine
piece is a first-rights sale, why not sell this distinct
offering to other magazines seeking reprints?
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significantly rewrite either of the magazine articles (or mix
and match) in newspaper fashion, give the result a different
title, and maybe try for a national newspaper sale first.
Since this is a major set-date activity (like Christmas or
Easter), most major newspapers look for event-related special
articles. So I would query here several months earlier so it
can get scheduled, then work out the special submission
process with the travel editor.
5. Or if the national newspapers aren’t enchanted by the
Chicago Journeyman Plumbers’ river magic, I’d send it
simultaneously to all of the Midwest newspapers 100 miles away
from each other to see if I can spin the special event one
last time (this year), before the emerald is long gone.
6. And, of course, I’d handle the photos myself so I could
sell them as widely as possible without messing up their
rights!
By March 1, 2016 I will release a brand new book about this
topic where each of the resale means to magazines and
newspapers are explained in detail. Those are simultaneous

submissions, reprints, rewrites, reprints of rewrites,
rewrites of reprints, modified reprints, sidebars, overseas
sales, and shorts. Check Amazon Books under Gordon Burgett for
the still-undecided title and release date–or email
glburgett@aol.com for specifics and cost.
Best wishes,
Gordon Burgett

